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Cobalt was named from the German word for goblin, kobold, 
by superstitious miners who believed it was responsible 
for mysterious deaths. They were right. Toxic vapors during 
smelting made this a dangerous ore for medieval miners. 
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Cobalt at work

Discovered 	 1739
Melting point 	 1495°C
Density 	 8.86 g/cm3

Conductivity	 Medium
Malleability 	 Medium

Properties

110,000 t
Global cobalt 
production in 2017

58 %
Congo is the  
world’s largest  
cobalt producer

Cobalt pigment is used 
to achieve the rich blue 
used by the Persians as 
early as 2000-3000 BC 
to colour glass beads.


